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Media Briefing Paper – Hampden Bridge Project 

 

This information is provided to media as part of a briefing session relating to the 
Hampden Bridge Project.  

Site establishment 

Council’s Contractor for the project, Southern Cross Demolitions, established the work site 
last week and commenced activity onsite as per current approved development application 
conditions of consent. This work has included: 

- Site fencing 
- Mobilisation of floating work platforms from Wiradjuri Boat Ramp 

 
Next stages of work 

Preparatory works will continue over the coming weeks, and include ensuring the bridge is 
not home to any bats and removing surface contaminants from the timber. 

It is a condition of consent that work to ensure there are no bats in residence on the bridge is 
undertaken prior to June.   

Loose, lead based paint will be removed manually, or wrapped and immobilised.  

Demolition Methodology 

The current development application outlines a methodology to dismantle the bridge in 
pieces using heavy machinery located on the river bank and floating work platforms.  

The Contractor has proposed a change in demolition methodology due to current condition of 
the bridge and concerns over work on the bridge causing unmanaged collapses of bridge 
material. 

To change demolition methodology, the Contractor must lodge an application for an 
Amended Development Application. 

The application to change demolition methodology will be submitted in the coming week and 
its review will run concurrently with works onsite.  

Initial work being undertaken over the coming months is common to both current and 
changed methodology, allowing the amendment to be assessed without further delaying the 
project.  

Due to common works involved in site preparation, no unnecessary work is being 
undertaken, nor is contractor operating outside current conditions of consent 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Proposed change of methodology  

‘Induced collapse’ is a common technique for bridge demolition that removes the need for 
intensive work on unstable structures at height and reduces the possibility of truss failure 
during manual dismantling.  

Induced collapse involves the systematic/sequential removal of key structural members 
through the application of force to result in the controlled collapse of the structure. 

Because the application of force to remove key structural members is done remotely via the 
use of small charges, this method minimises the need for prolonged work activity by 
individuals on a deteriorating and dangerous structure. 

Additionally, the structure is collapsed to ground level where it can be then dismantled on the 
ground rather than trying to dismantle them at height. 

Any loose timbers or material will be cleaned from the riverbed using a longreach excavator 
with a sieve bucket.  

This will be followed by rehabilitation of the site and then demobilisation of all plant and 
equipment. 

Pylon Removal – Amended Application 

Council resolved last year to proceed with the complete demolition of the bridge including the 
removal of the pylons. This decision was based on the inability to re-use the pylons for new 
River crossings and the cost of ongoing maintenance of pylons to ensure they were not an 
ongoing water hazard.  

The current approved development application for the project has issued a condition to retain 
the pylons as part of heritage conservation. 

An application for an Amended Development Application will be lodged by the Contractor, 
requesting the condition of consent requiring the retention of the three pylons be amended to 
allow for the pylons to be removed as per the resolution of Council. 

This application will contain information to support Council’s original request to remove the 
pylons and will be submitted in the coming weeks.  

Retention of timber for heritage purposes 

Throughout the project, Council staff have been preparing options to ensure the social, 
historical and engineering significance of the bridge is commemorated at the site of the 
bridge, through the capture and retention of historical documentation and via the retention of 
selected material retained from the bridge.  

Timbers and salvageable items selected for their heritage significance have been identified in 
conjunction with Heritage NSW, Engineers Australia and the Museum of the Riverina. These 
items will be removed from site, decontaminated and retained to ensure appropriate 
conservation and re-use can occur. 

As noted in November 2013 report to Council, a Contamination Assessment for the 
Hampden Bridge noted disposal and recycling of timber elements of the Bridge had to be 
strictly controlled and unable to be made available to the public or be transferred to third 
parties for reuse.  



 
 

 

 

Ongoing Communication 

Due to Hampden Bridge’s place in local history, Council will be ensuring the community is 
kept informed of key milestones and activities throughout the project. 

Progress updates on the Amended Development Applications and work schedule will 
continue to be provided to the media, and community. 

Information and weekly updates will be accessible via Council’s website: 

www.wagga.nsw.gov.au/hampdenbridge 
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